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13

Immorality Leads to Hate,
Not Love

“Do ot be misled by Satan's lies. There is no lasting
happiness in immorality. There is no joy to be found in
breaking the law of chastity. Just the opposite is true”
(Presient Ezra Toft Benson, New Era, January 1988, 5.

In the quotation above, President Ezra Tafe Benson teaches
something different than many people do. Often the mes-
sage we receive is, [fyou sin, people will like you. Is that true?

Certainly the world tells us that sin leads to love: “If you
want to be part of our group, you have to smoke.” “If you're
cool, you listen to this type of music.” “Tt doesn't matter what
the movie is rated—everyone is going to it” “Who cates if it’s
not true; just eell my parents [ was wich you!”

In countless ways, Satan and his followers try to convince
you that doing wrong will bring you friends and love. But this
is a lie. Doing wrong brings just the opposite result. Sinning

can bring temporary pleasure but always leads to hate, not love.
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Immorality Leads to Hate, Not Love

Consider the Old Testament story of Amnon (a guy) and
Tamar (a girl). Amnon was madly in love with Tamar, but he
couldn’t figure out how to get together with her. Amnon’s
friend came up with a plan for Amnon to be alone with her.
Amnon pretended to be sick and asked for Tamar to come visit
him and bring him some food.

She came with the food, and when he was alone with her,
he asked her to have sex with him. She knew it was wrong, and
she told Amnon to ask his father if they could get married. But
Amnon did not listen to her, and he raped her. What was the
result of this immoral act? Did Amnon’s love for Tamar grow? It
did not: “Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the
hatred wherewith he hated her was greater than the love where-
with he had loved her” (2 Samuel 13:15). Immorality leads to
hate, not love.

The Savior taught this principle in Marthew 24:12:
“Because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold.” Iniquity (sin) causes love to
wax cold, to shrink and to die.

Shaehyn ey

Search your memory—can you

Can you think of an

chink of an example from your life

that teaches this principle? Have you ~ *ample from your lfe hat

scen friends do things they knew ~ feaches this principle2
were wrong in order to be liked? ~ Have you seen friends
What was the result? do things they knew

For me, the most tragic example  wers wrong in order fo

be liked? What was
the resulie

of this principle comes when a young
man and a young woman are

together, and the young man wants
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to do something that the young woman knows is wrong, She
teally wants him o like her—so she does i. Does it work? Does
he like her? Tt doesn't work. Immorality leads to hate, not love.
Iniquity causes love to wax cold.

T know of a young woman whose boyfriend said to her, “If
you love me, you'll have sex with me.” He kept pressuring her
and told her, “Ifyou don't have sex with me, 'll know you don't
love me, and Tl leave you.”

She wanted him to like her. She gave in to his request. He

left her the next week.

ceescesscccces
DON'T GIVE IN!

President Gordon B. Hinckley said to young women,
“You spend a lot of time thinking of the boys. You can
have a good time with them, but never overstep the line
of virtue. Any young man who invites or encourages you
or demands that you indulge in any kind of sexual
behavior is unworthy of your company. Get him out of
your life before both yours and his are blighted. If you
can thus discipline yourselves, you will be grateful for as
long as you live. Most of you will marry, and your mar-
riage will be much the happier for your earlier restraint”
(New Era, November 2001).

President Ezra Taft Benson, the thirteenth president of the

Church, taught:

Do not be misled by Satan’s lies. There is no lasting

happiness in immorality. There is no joy to be found in

—b—




[image: image6.png]I lost my phone number live 11/3/05

14 % Page 127

Immorality Leads to Hate, Not Love

breaking the law of chasity: Just the opposite is true.
Thete may be momentary pleasure. For a time it may
scem like everyching is wonderful. But quickly the rela-
tionship will sour. Guilt and shame set in. We become
fearful that our sins will be discovered. We must sneak
and hide, lic and cheat. Love begins to die. Bitterness,
jealousy, anger, and even hate begin to grow: All of these
are the natural results of sin and transgression (New B,

January 1988, 5-6).

Satan is very clever. He knows we want to feel loved. So he
tics to tap into our real, wholesome desire to love and be loved,
and he tempts us to think that if we do things that are wrong,
people will love us. They will not. Physical intimacy does not
equal emotional love. And it doesn't have to be a “big” sin like
immorality for this principle to take effect. Any sin makes love
wax cold. If somebody really loves you, he or she wonit ask you
do something wrong. Ifyou really love somebody; you won't do
something with that person that you know is wrong,

Remember these words: “Some are so anxious for friend-
ship and popularity that they compromise their standards. You
will not obtain desirable friends that way, but you can lose your
worthy dreams” (Elder Richard G. Scote, BYU Devorional,
3 March 1996).

If immorality leads to hate, what happens when you choose

the right? You may be made fun of, but you also carn respect. 1

was in a seminary class and heard Jeff say that once he was talk-
ing with some guys and when they found out about his stan-

dards, they laughed at him. Later, though, one of them (who
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happened to be very sexually promiscuous) came to Jeff pri-

vately and said, “T wish I had standards like you.”

csesseccacsace
CHOOSING THE RIGHT EARNS YOU RESPECT

A young woman was on a date with the coolest guy
in the school. When he fried fo kiss her she told him that
she didn't do that. He was mad and took her home. At
the end of the school year he wrote her a letter and told
her that she was the only girl he had ever dated that had
refused to kiss him. He also told her that she was the
only girl in school he respected. If you do what is right,
people will respect you.

esene

esse

Millions of people have fallen into Satan’s trap that “if you
sin people will like you.” I wish I could look you in the eye and
alk to you face to face about this principle. Doing wrong will
not bring you the love you wan and deserve. “Wickedness never
was happiness” (Alma 41:10). “Because iniquity shall abound
. love . . . shall wax cold” (Matthew 24:12).

Doing what is right will carn you respect. But more impor-
cant, it will give you confidence to draw closer to God and feel

his love—the deepest, truest, and best source of love.
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Make It Real

How have you seen the prin-
ciple “Immorality leads to hate,
not love” applied (or not applied)
in your life and the lives of people you knowe In other
words, what situations have you or your friends and
family been in that relate to the topic of the chapter2

Possible Goals:

1. Share what you have learned in this chapter as
a seminary or institute devotional {using your own
words, not reading from the book)

2. Your own idea

What goalls] will you set for yourself 1o more fully
realize that immorality leads to hate, not love?
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Additional Reading

President Ezra Taft Benson, “The Law of Chastity, "
New Era, January 1988, 4-7. President Benson
teaches that while immorality may bring momentary
pleasure, there is no lasting happiness in doing things
that are wrong. He also extends a powerful promise fo
those who remain morally clean.




